
promotion and protection of hu-
man rights and in the field pov-
erty reduction.   
 
In his statement during the re-
view, Mr. Phongsavath Boupha, 
Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Head of the Lao Delegation said 
inter alia, that in order to under-
take a UPR and prepare a national 
report, the Lao Government set 
up a National Steering Committee 
composed of the representatives 
of concerned Government agen-
cies and institutions including 
mass organizations. The UPR was 
carried out on the participatory 
basis with a series of consulta-
tions and workshops involving all 
stakeholders that included politi-
cians, media, social and civil 
servants, academia, religious or-
ganizations, civil society and 
professional organizations such as 
the Lao Bar Association, Lao 
Journalists’ Association, Lao 
Disabled People’s Association, 
Lao Red Cross Society, as well as 
the representatives of UN agen-
cies and other international organ-
izations, and NGO’s.  

He also noted that the Lao Gov-
ernment is striving towards a state 
governed by the rule of law.  

The human rights rec-
ord of the Lao PDR was  
reviewed by the UN 
Working Group on the 
Universal Periodic Re-
view (UPR), on 4 May 
2010 in Geneva. The 18-
member Lao UPR dele-
gation, pictured on the 
right was led  by his Ex-
cellency Mr. Phongsavath Bou-
pha, Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs . 
 
The UPR process was established 
by the UN General Assembly on 15 
March 2006 under Resolution 
60/251. The Resolution also estab-
lished the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil which is the main agency that 
oversees the UPR process.  
  
The UPR process represents the 
most objective assessment of the 
human rights record of the state in 
the UN system to date. The Lao 
PDR received a very favourable 
report and several constructive rec-
ommendations from the Working 
Group from the Review. 
 
The  process involves a ‘National 
Report’ prepared by the state under 
review, a report  by the UN Homan 
Rights  Council on the state under 
review, and a report on the state by 
NGO’s and civil society. The 
Working Group, with the assistance 
of three nominated states (the Troi-
ka) reviews the full scope of human 
rights record of the state under re-
view.  The Troika that headed the 
review of the Lao PDR were Ar-
gentina, Nigeria and Kyrgyzstan. 
 
In all, the Review made 107 Rec-
ommendations for consideration by 
the Lao PDR. The Lao PDR accept-

ed 53 of the Recommendations 
and agreed to consider and addi-
tional 48 and to submit its re-
sponses to the 48 Recommenda-
tions to the Human Rights 
Council at its next session in 
September 2010.  
 
There were only three Recom-
mendations not accepted by the 
Lao PDR. Two of the Recom-
mendations concern the estab-
lishment of an independent hu-
man rights complaints and mon-
itoring body, The remaining one 
concerns the arrest of student 
protesters in 1999. The Lao 
PDR has explained that it cur-
rently has in place national 
structures that can deal with 
complains adequately and effec-
tively. With respect to the  stu-
dents it has also explained that 
they committed offence under 
Lao law and were dealt with in 
accordance with law. 
 
During the interactive dialogue 
at the review,  several of the 54 
states represented made positive 
observations about the ratifica-
tion and acceptance by Laos of 
several key human rights instru-
ments and the progress made by 
the country in meeting  in the 

Lao Human Rights Record Objectively Reviewed  
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Lao Judiciary  exposed to international fair trial practice 

Convention on Civil 
and Political Rights, 
(ICCPR), which it rati-
fied the convention in 
September last year and 
is now in the process of 
implementing it. 

He said the Lao govern-
ment  has consistently 
attached great im-
portance to ensuring 
fair trials. The issue is 
raised in the Lao Con-
stitution and relevant 
laws, including the law 
relating to the people’s 
Court. 

He added that the Na-
tional Assembly recent-
ly amended the law re-
lating to the operations 
of the People’s Court 
and strengthened and 
streamlined the court 
system to ensure  

independence and effi-

From 17 -18 May 2010 the 
International Law Project  
workshop on the right to  
fair trial under ICCPR in 
cooperation with the Inter-
national Commission of 
Jurists. 

80 judges, prosecutors, law-
yers, police officers and 
officials from MoFA, MoJ 
and NA relevant commit-
tees attended the 2 day 
workshop.  

The workshop was chaired 
by Mr. Somboun Son-
thikoummane, Vice-
President of  the People’s 
Supreme Court. In his 
opening remarks, he said      
“ the workshop will provide 
a great opportunity for the 
participants to learn about 
international norms and 
practices relating to fair 
���������	��
���� ����� �	� �����
focus on over the next two 
days are very important 
because they will enable 
participants to discuss and 
draw on discuss internation-
al lessons and experiences 
in conducting fair trials”.  

Pursuing the integration of 
Lao and International judi-
cial proceedings will help to 
fulfill Laos’s obligations 
under the International 
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Participants at the Workshop on the Right to Fair Trial 
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ciency of the Lao judi-
cial system. The meas-
ure were part of a mas-
ter plan to ensure Laos 
is a state government 
by the rule of law by 
2020.  The International 
Commission of Jurists 
facilitated the workshop 
by providing 4 experts, 
one of whom was a for-
mer UN Special Rap-
porteur  

 on the Independence of 
the Judiciary, Mr. 
Param Cummaraswany 
of Malaysia.                    
The workshop exposed 
the participants to each 
of the legal guarantees 
for a fair trial under Art 
14 and other relevant 
provisions of ICCPR.  
Participants also com-
pared the same with the 
law and practice in the 
country.  
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He also stated that the 
national development 
plans, including socio-
economic development, 
poverty eradication, and 
human resource develop-
ment, provide great op-
portunities for women to 
get involved. 

During the workshop, Ms. 
Ms. Sisay Leudethmoun -
sone, President of Lao 
Women’s Union, reported 
on her participation in the 
54th Session of the Com-
mission on the Status of 
Women (CSW) from 1-12 
March 2010 at the UN 
Headquarters in New 
York. The aim of the 
CSW conference was to 
review the Beijing Decla-
ration and Platform for 
Action, and delegates 
from around the world to 
share experiences relating 
to its implementation. It 
was also a platform to 
look for solutions on 
women’s advancement, 
and to combat the chal-
lenges affecting gender 
equity. 

The Beijing Declaration 
and Platform for Action, 
approved in September 
1995 at the Fourth World 
Conference on Women, is 
a global commitment to 
achieving equality, devel-
opment and peace for 
women worldwide 

 

On 23-24 March 2010, 
the Lao Women’s Union 
organized a workshop on 
the 15 year review of the 
implementation of the 
Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action, with 
the support of the Interna-
tional Law Project. 

The two day workshop 
was attended by Standing 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Mr. Somsavath Leng-
savad, Lao Women’s Un-
ion President, Ms. Sisay 
Leudethmounsone and 
high-ranking officials 
from various ministries 
and related organizations. 

At the meeting, Mr. 
Somsavath said “ After 
the World Women’s Con-
ference was held in 1995, 
the Lao PDR agreed to 
create an action plan to 
promote the advancement 
of women, particularly in 
the 12 areas of concern 
that were identified as 
obstacles to women’s ad-
vancement. The Lao gov-
ernment constantly sup-
ports moves to protect 
and promote the rights of 
women and children. In 
2004, the National As-
sembly approved the Law 
on the Development and 
Protection of Women.  

The Constitution and re-
lated laws guarantee the 
promotion and protection 
of the rights of women. 

Review of the Implementation of the 
Beijing Declaration and Platform for 

Action 
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On 30 March –2 April 
2010 SELNA,  the World 
Health Organization, 
UNODC and  the Interna-
tional Law Project (ILP) 
jointly organized an Inter-
session Workshop on dif-
ferent themes of rele-
vance and interest to the 
members of the Lao Na-
tional Assembly. The 4- 
day workshop was held in 
Bolikhamsay province 
and attended by most of  
the National Assembly 
members, officials of dif-
ferent NA departments, 
related ministries and 
organizations.  

At the opening, Mr. 
Thongteun Xayasene, 
Head of the NA Office, 
said that an inter-session 
workshop was held twice 
a year (March and Sep-
tember) to provide infor-
mation to MPs, exchange 
ideas among the partici-
pants concerning the draft 
laws and/or matters to be 
debated in the coming 
NA session. This work-
shop  discussed among 
other issues relating to 
HIV/AIDS, malaria, na-
tional legislation and in-
ternational treaties, Brus-
sels Progamme of Action 
for LDCs, draft NSEDP, 
combating transnational 
organized crime, anti-
corruption and terrorism. 
The Inter-session meeting  

 

These topics were pre-
sented by high-ranking 
officials as well as na-
tional and international 
experts in the field. Mr. 
Phongsavath Boupha, 
spoke of the  Presidential 
Ordinance on the Mak-
ing, Accession and Im-
plementation of Treaties 
in the Lao PDR. Prof. 
Davone Vangvichit pre-
sented on the relation-
ships between national 
law and treaties and the 
roles of MPs in incorpo-
rating/transforming trea-
ty obligation into nation-
al legislation.    Mr. 
Khamkheuang Boun-
teum, Director General 
of the Treaties and Law 
Department , Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs  present-
ed on the International 
Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. 
In September this year, 
the International Law 
Project will continue  
this fruitful partnership 
with SELNA in raising 
awareness of internation-
al legal obligations 
among the members of 
the National Assembly 
so that the legislature as 
a representative of the 
rights and interests of the 
people plays a more ac-
tive part in the treaty 
making, ratifying, imple-
mentation and monitor-
ing in the Lao PDR.  

ILP joins SELNA in the Inter-Session 
Workshop for MPs 



ILP reaches out to the Provincial and District Needs  
  

Association. The participants  
studied the substantive and proce-
dural issues for the Review. 
 
The meeting was supported by the 
International Law Project.          
To facilitate the pre-departure 
discussion, the Regional Office of 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) also  
provided useful materials on the 
procedural aspects of the Review.  
The meeting agreed that the Lao 
delegation should highlight the 
main achievements as well as 
constraints and challenges in the 
promotion and protection of hu-
man rights in the country. It was 
also noted that as a developing 
country the Lao PDR has made 
important progress in human 
rights and that these should be 
highlighted in the national report. 
The progress made  include the  

 following:  
·  Decrease in poverty rate from 

�������������
�������������  
· Rights of Lao multi-ethnic 

groups are guaranteed and 
protected by the Constitution 
��������  

· Almost  90 laws have been 
adopted by the National As-
	�����  

· Literacy rate of people aged 
��
�	�����
��������������  

· Recent visit of the Special 
Rapporteur on Freedom of 
�	����
��
���	��	 �  

· Endorsement of the Master 
Plan on  the Development of 
��	��!�	�
 �"���  

· Lao PDR has increasingly 
participated in the internation-
al legal system by signing and 
ratifying important treaties 
over the last years.    

In March 2010, the Interna-
tional Law Project Phase III 
organized a workshop on in-
ternational law for officials  of 
provincial and district admin-
istrations in Khammouane 
province. The  workshop is 
one of the ILP activities to 
build capacity of  provincial 
and district authorities in the 
Lao PDR in international law, 
especially the treaty obliga-
tions in various fields the Lao 
PDR has undertaken which are 
binding on country as a whole 
and have relevance to provinc-
es and districts.  
The workshop covered  vari-
ous international law topics 
such as human rights, anti-
terrorism, transnational orga-
nized crime, human traffick-
ing, mutual legal assistance 
and extradition. The Lao PDR 
is party to over 100 multilat-
eral treaties, over 300 bilateral  
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Provincial and district participants attending the 
workshop in Khammouane province 

&��
��������$'����	
���

treaties, over 100 ASEAN 
Agreements. The work-
shop in Khammoune 
province raised partici-
pants' awareness of Lao 
PDR international legal 
obligations and their rele-
vance to the work of the 
central and local authori-
ties in the national  imple-
mentation.  
 
In 2009, similar work-
shops were organized in 
Vientiane, Bolikhamsay, 
Savannakhet and Cham-
pasack provinces with the 
support of the Internation-
al Law Project. 

Pre-departure Preparations for the UPR in Geneva  

After the Lao Pi Mai break in 
April 2010, just a few days 
before the Lao delegation’s 
departure to Geneva to attend 
the UPR review session, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MoFA) with the support of the 
International Law Project held 
a mock discussion to help the 
Lao delegation be better pre-
pared for the review at the 8th 
Session of the Working Group 
on UPR in Geneva, Switzer-
land. 
The Lao Delegation at this ses-
sion  was composed of repre-
sentatives of Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, the National As-
sembly, Ministry of Justice, 
Ministry of Public Security, 
Ministry of National Defense, 
Lao Front for National Con-
struction, Lao Women’s Union, 
and  the Lao Journalists’ 
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What are human rights? 
 
Human rights are rights in-
herent in all human beings, 
whatever their nationality, 
place of residence, sex, na-
tional or ethnic origin, col-
our, religion, language, or 
any other status. All persons 
are  equally entitled to hu-
man rights without discrimi-
nation. Human rights are all 
interrelated, interdependent 
and indivisible. 

Universal human rights are 
often expressed and guaran-
teed by law, in the forms of 
treaties, customary interna-
tional law , general princi-
ples and other sources of 
international law. Interna-
tional human rights law lays 
down obligations of Govern-
ments to act to refrain from 
acts in order to promote and 
protect human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of 
individuals or groups. 
 
The international human 
rights movement was 

	

strengthened when the Unit-
ed Nations General Assem-
bly adopted of the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR) on 10 De-
cember 1948. Drafted as ‘a 

common standard of achievement for all peoples and 
nations', the Declaration for the first time in human his-
tory spelled out basic civil, political, economic, social 
and cultural rights that all human beings should enjoy. It 
has over time been widely accepted as the fundamental 
instrument that all respect and protect. The UDHR, to-
gether with the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights, form the so - called 
International Bill of Human Rights. 

A series of international human rights treaties and other 
instruments adopted since 1945 have conferred legal 
form on inherent human rights and developed the body 
of international human rights. Other instruments have 
been adopted at the regional level reflecting the particu-
lar human rights concerns of regions and providing for 

specific mechanisms of protection. Most States have also adopted constitutions and 
other laws which formally protect basic human rights. While international treaties and 
customary law form the backbone of international human rights law ,other instruments, 
such as declarations, guidelines and principles adopted at the international level con-
tribute to its understanding, implementation and development. Respect for human 
rights requires the establishment of the rule of law at the national and international lev-
els. 

International human rights law lays down obligations which States are bound to 
respect. By becoming parties to international treaties, States assume obligations and 
duties under international law to respect, to protect and to fulfill human rights. The 
obligation to respect means that States must refrain from interfering with or curtail-
ing the enjoyment of human rights. The obligation to protect requires States to pro-
tect individuals and groups against human rights abuses. The obligation to fulfill 
means that States must take positive action to facilitate the enjoyment of basic hu-
man rights. 

Through ratification of international human rights treaties, Governments undertake 
to put into place domestic measures and legislation compatible with their treaty 
obligations and duties. Where domestic legal proceedings fail to address human 
rights abuses, mechanisms and procedures for individual complaints or communica-
tions are available at the regional and international levels to help ensure that inter-
national human rights standards are indeed respected, implemented, and enforced at 

the local level ( Source: www.ohchr.org )  

The International Human 
Rights Law�
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On 27 May 2010 the Interna-
tional Law Project held an 
Informative and Preparatory  
Workshop on UNCAC Self- 
Assessment Process  in Vien-
tiane, Lao PDR.  
 
The aim of the workshop was 
to familiarize Lao officials 
with the Self- Assessment 
Process for the United Nations 
Convention Against Corrup-
tion (UNCAC) which Laos 
ratified  in September 2009.  
 
State inspectors, auditors and 
officials of all ministries and 
institutions concerned attend-
ed the half-day event. The 
Workshop was chaired by 
Central State Inspection Com-
mittee Member, Mr. Singphet  
Buasavattiphanh. 
 
In the opening remarks, Mr. 
Singphet Buasavattiphanh, 
said that the Lao Government 
has  introduced a number of 
decrees and regulations to  
regulate  budget expenditure 
as a measure to prevent cor-
ruption. The State Parties to 
the UNCAC can seek assis-
tance from international or-
ganizations to build capacity 
to fight against corruption in 
their country.  
 
Mr. Leik BOONWAAT, Act-
ing United Nations Resident 
Coordinator said Laos needs 
to address corruptions while it 
aims to achieve the targets 
outlined in the National Social
- Economic Development plan 
and Millennium Development 
Goals. 
“Laos has achieved tremen-
dous growth over the past few 
decades. While economic 
growth measure in GDP has 
been impressive, there is still 
work to be done in order to 
achieve the goals set in the 
new ( draft ) National Social- 
Economic Development Plan 
and the Millennium Develop-

ment Goals”      said Mr. Leik 
BOONWAAT. 
 
“In this context, corruption is a 
critical issue that must be ad-
dress in order to ensure well 
balanced development”. He 
said corruption affects every-
one but it is the poorest and 
most vulnerable who suffer the 
most. Corruption diverts funds 
intended for essential public 
services, erodes public confi-
dence in the Government and 
actively discourages private 
sector investment. 
At the workshop, international 
resource persons from UNDP 

Preparations for UNCAC Self Assessment Process 
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tive analysis of the extent to 
which a country’s national anti-
corruption systems, notably its 
laws, regulations, policies, 
institutions and programmes are 
complying with the require-
ments of UNCAC. 
An UNCAC Self-Assessment is 
ideally composed of three pre-
liminary steps and six phases. 
 
Three preliminary steps: 
 1) Designation of a Lead 
Agency 
2) Establishment of a Steering 
Committee 
3) Identification of a Team of 
National Experts 
 
Six phases: 
1). Initial Stakeholder Work-
shop to lunch and plan the pro-
cess 
2). Data collection 
3). Analysis and drafting the 
report 
4). Validation workshop and 
finalization the reports 
5).Publication and dissemina-
tion the reports 
6). Follow up 
 

Asia-Pacific Regional Center 
in Bangkok , Mr. Samuel De 
Jaegree, Policy Analyst, and 
Anti-Corruption Mentor  
of the United Nations Of-
fice on Drugs and Crime 
Regional Centre for East 
Asia and the Pacific , Mr. 
Alan Doiy  spoke of the UN-
CAC and the Self-
Assessment/ Gap Analysis  
process  to be undertaken by 
each party to the UNCAC, 
including the Lao PDR 
 
UNCAC Self-Assessment 
seeks to achieve a compara-
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Workshop on the UNCAC Self Assessment Process, 27 May 2010 at ICTC , Vientiane  



On 22 June 2010, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)  with 
the support of International Law 
Project, organized a workshop 
to assist the Lao PDR’s partici-
pate in the UN Treaty Event 
2010 to be held in at the UN 
Headquarters. The Event will 
coincide with the 65th session of 
the UN General Assembly.  
 
The Even is organized annually 
at the UN headquarters and pro-
vides an opportunity for states to 
consider ratification or ac-
ceptance of instruments that 
they have not yet accepted 
 
 In 2008 and 2009 the Lao PDR 
participated in the Treaty Events 
and  ratified or acceded to a 
number of important treaties  
including ICCPR, UNCAC, 
CRPD. In the previous years, 
the Ministry has noted that Lao 
PDR’s participation in the Trea-
ty Events  is an indication of the 
country’s determination to  re-
spond positively to the UN Sec-
retary General’s call on states to 
participate in the Events and the 
country's increasing commit-
ment and engagement with the 
international legal system. 
 
This year’s workshop was 
chaired by Mr. Khamkheaung 
Bounteum, Director General of 
Treaties and Law Department, 
MoFA. It was attended by repre-
sentatives from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Ministry of 
Justice, the National Assembly, 
Ministry of Public Security, 
Ministry of National Defense, 
Ministry of Planning and Invest-
ment, Water Resource and Envi-
ronment Agency, People’s Su-
preme Court, Office of People’s 

Supreme Prosecutor and other line 
ministries, mass and social organiza-
tions. 
 
This year the workshop considered 5 
conventions in the field of human 
rights, environmental protection and 
anti-terrorism  for possible ac-
ceptance by the Lao PDR. The instru-
ments are: 
 
· The Convention Against  
Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment of Punishment 
·  Rotterdam Convention  
on the Prior Informed Consent Proce-
dure for Certain Hazardous Chemical 
and Pesticides in international Trade 
· Basel Convention on 
The Control of Transboundary Move-
ments of Hazardous Wastes and their 
Disposal 
· Convention on  the Marking of  
Plastic Explosives for the Purpose of 
Detection 
· Convention on the Physical       
Protection of Nuclear Materials 
 
At the workshop, Prof. Sam Blay, 
Professor of International Law of the 
University of Technology, Sydney, 
Chief Technical Specialist of the In-
ternational Law Project, MoFA spoke 
of the main provisions of these con-
ventions, the advantages of Laos be-
coming a party to them.  
Professor Blay noted that the consid-
eration of the convention Against 
Torture which is one of core UN hu-
man rights treaties is in line with the 
recommendations raised in the UPR 
report for the Lao PDR. 
The conventions in the field of anti-
terrorism and environmental protec-
tion which were discussed in the 
workshop had been studied by the 
concerned agencies before and had 
already been proposed to the Govern-
ment and the National Assembly  

Laos to participate in the annual UN Treaty Event 2010 in 
New York 
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 for consideration.  
The workshop will provide further 
supporting information for the timely 
consideration by the National Assem-
bly of their ratification/accession so as 
to allow the country to participate in 
the UN Treaty Event in September 
2010. 
Following the 2010 Treaty Event 
workshop, ILP and SELNA held the 
Second meeting of the Treaty Working 
Group NA, MoFA, MoJ to inform the 
NA of the forthcoming proposals to be 
submitted by the Government for NA 
consideration of the 5 treaties.           
 
The Treaty Working Group has been 
operational since last July with a view 
to serve for enhancing cooperation  
between the NA relevant committees 
and the MoFA, MoJ and concerned 
agencies in regard to signing, ratifying 
and implementing treaties.   
 
 The history of the Treaty Event dates 
back to 2000. According to the press 
release from the United Nations, in 
September 2000 the United Nations 
invited world leaders attending the 
landmark  Millennium Summit to take 
advantage at their presence at United 
Nations Headquarters to sign a wide 
range of  major of international trea-
ties. That year, a successful side event 
called “An Invitation to Universal Par-
ticipation” offered a platform for gov-
ernments to showcase their commit-
ments to strengthen the rule of law at 
home and in the global arena. Since 
then, the Treaty Event has  been held 
annually, usually coincide with the 
General Debate of the General Assem-
bly in September. Since 2000, the 
Treaty Events have resulted in nearly 
1,500 new signatures, ratifications, 
acceptances, accessions,  and other 
treaty-related actions.  This is the third 
consecutive year of Lao PDR's partici-
pation in the Event. 



A Workshop on Interna-
tional Law for the National 
Police Academy was held 
in Thalath, Vientiane prov-
ince from 7 to 8 June 2010 
with the support of the  
International Law Project 
The workshop was co-
chaired by Brig. General 
Vilay Duangmany, Chief 
of the National Police 
Academy, Ministry of Pub-
lic Security, and Mr. 
Khamkeuang Bounteum, 
Director General of the 
Department of Treaties and 
Law (MoFA). 
The workshop was aimed 
at raising awareness of 
international legal and hu-
man rights norms relating 
among Lao police and  
public security officers. 

At the workshop, participants  
learned about the major inter-
national human rights con-
ventions, including ICCPR, 
CAT, ICERD, CPAPED and 
ICC, the UN minimum stand-
ards of prison management 
and treatment of offenders, as 
well as the human rights  
standards for the police con-
tained in the Manual prepared 
by the UNOHCHR. Prof. 
Sam Blay, Chief Technical 
Specialist of the International 
Law Project was the main 
facilitator on the human 
rights standards.  
The International Law Project 
has been providing  support-
ed to the National Police 
Academy in the forms of 
workshops, lectures given to 
the Academy’s postgraduate 
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resource person from the sem-
inar.  
Other resource persons were 
from  the National Academy 
of Social Sciences, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Lao Front for 
National Construction and the 
International Law Project.  
The seminar covered: 

· The UPR for the Lao 
PDR 

· The International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR) 

· Legitimate derogations 
and limitations of human 
rights 

· Complaint procedure and 
special procedure under the 
UN Human Rights Council 

· Realizing human rights  
through legislative measures 
and national socio-economic 
development planning and 
implementation 

The Human Rights Center of 
the National Academy of So-
cial Sciences (NASS) with the 
support of the International 
Law Project organized a Sem-
inar on Human Rights on 24-
25 June 2010 in Vangvieng 
District, Vientiane Province. 
The seminar was chaired by 
Mr. Thongsa Panyasith, Vice  
President of the National 
Academy of Social Sciences.  
The aim of the seminar was to 
discuss and share information 
on human rights topics.  
Above 100 representatives 
from related  line-ministries, 
organizations, researchers, 
academics, local authorities of 
Vangvieng district attended th 
seminar.         A Human 
Rights Officer  of  the Region-
al Office of the UN  High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) for South-
east Asia in Bangkok, Ms. 
Hannah Wu, was the main 
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and undergraduate programmes since 2008. A 
training of trainers programme on international 
law is being designed with the Academy to 
sustain the results of the project support.  

· Equality and non-
discrimination among ethnic 
groups in the Lao PDR 

· Human rights on cultural 
preservation 

· Human rights and the preser-
vation of ethnic groups’ languages 
· Individual criminal            
responsibility for serious viola-
tions of human rights and humani-
tarian law ( the case of ICC and 
ECCC ).  
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From 15-23 March 
2010, 18 Lao judges 
from central and local 
levels, led by Mr. Som-
boun Sonthikoummane, 
Vice President of Peo-
ple’s Supreme Court, 
attended a course on 
international law, orga-
nized by the Hague Fo-
rum for Judicial Exper-
tise in the Hague, the 
Netherlands. 
 
The participants learned 
about practical topics 
such as general 
knowledge of interna-
��
���� ����� ��	� �	����
�#
ship between the inter-
national law and na-
��
������������	�����
����
�!������������������	�#
national humanitarian 
����� ����
�!���
�� �
� ��	�
International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) and Inter-
national Criminal Court 
$%&&'���������	��������
�
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ence of the judiciary, 
and so on. 
 
The modules were sup-
ported by a team of in-
ternational lecturers, 
with an academic or 
professional back-
ground in international 
law and related disci-
plines.  
 
As part of the training 

module, visits were orga-
nized to international or-
ganizations in The Hague, 
such as the International 
Court of Justice and the 
International Criminal 
Court. During these visits 
the participants acquired 
first hand experience 
about the functioning of 
international judicial bod-
ies based in The Hague 
and had the opportunity to 
exchange views with pro-
fessionals in the fields. 
  
Prior to the training in 
The Hague, the Interna-
tional Law Project held a 
pre-departure workshop 
on 1 March 2010 in order 
to prepare the participants 
for the training. The pro-
ject invited Dr. Peter Van 
Krieken, Professor of In-
ternational law of Webster 
University in the Nether-
lands, former Chief Tech-
nical Expert of the Inter-
national Law Project to be 
a resource person. At this 
workshop, the participants 
learned about the concept 
of international law, ICC 
and ICJ, and useful practi-
cal information  about the 
Hague and the Nether-
lands.  
 
In order to transfer 
knowledge and experi-
ence, the returning partici-
pants from the Hague will 
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serve as trainers for other Lao judges. 
This programme will be supported by the 
International Law Project according to 
its wok plan. 
 
The Hague Forum for Judicial Expertise 
is a training facility based in The Hague, 
the Netherlands. It develops and organiz-
es tailor made courses on international 
law. The mission of the Hague Forum is 
to provide national judges a firm ground-
ing in international law and improve the 
application of international law in do-
mestic courts.  

The Peace Palace, home of the International 
Court of Justice ( ICJ )  

    Participants of the Hague training  



 

 

 

The International Law Project (ILP) successfully imple-
mented its activities in 2009 according to the Annual 
Review of the project.  . 
 
Approximately 60 government officials and representa-
tives from UNDP, Embassy of Finland and the European 
Union attended the Annual Review Meeting  of the Inter-
national Law Project Phase III for the period of January-
December 2009 on 27 January 2010 in Vientiane. 
 
Director General of the Department of Treaties and Law, 
MoFA, Mr. Khamkheuang Bounteum, who is also Pro-
ject Board Executive, made opening remarks. He said 
that “ we will, together, assess and evaluate the progress 
���� ����	�	�	��� 
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cuss how to overcome the constraints and the challenges 
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we will also have the opportunity to discuss to endorse 
the proposed activities for 2010”.  
 
The overall objective of the project is to accelerate ca-
pacity development in international law for the Lao PDR. 
Project activities in 2009 consisted of trainings, work-
shops, seminars, consultations, lectures and study tours 
for Lao officials,  judges, lawyers, prosecutors, police 
and prison officers. Project activities also benefited 
members of the Lao Federation of Trade Unions, law 
students, and provincial and district officials. 
 
Awareness of anti-corruption, human rights, and other 
fields were furthered through project-supported seminars 
marking the Human Rights Day, International Day 
Against Corruption and the International Day of World’s 
Indigenous Peoples .  
 
Mr. Khamkheuang said that “we have observed with 
great satisfaction over the past year that the project has 
undertaken and completed many important activities. 
These have contributed to the achievement of set outputs 
and outcomes.” He noted that these achievements includ-
ed the ratification of three important UN treaties– the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
 
 

Annual Review Meeting 2009 of  the International Law Project Phase III  
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Disabilities (CRPD), and the United Nations Conven-
tion Against Corruption (UNCAC). 
 
The project has also witnessed significant changes and 
improvements to the international law sector in the 
country. New and amended laws passed by the Na-
tional Assembly have largely taken into consideration 
the obligations arising from the relevant treaties to 
which the Lao PDR is a party. 
 
The International Law  Project has contributed to na-
tional socio-economic development and to progressive 
achievement of Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs)  and other national development goals. 
 
Representatives from UNDP, Finland and EU made 
remarks congratulating the achievements of the ILP 
over the last year and expressed hope that further 
achievements will be recorded in the year to come 
( 2010 ).  
Participants form different ministries made useful 
comments for the ILP to be more effective and effi-
cient its in delivery.  
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January: 
· Preparation for Annual and Terminal Review  
Meeting International Law Project Phase II and Launch of Inter-
national Law Project Phase III. 

 
February:  

·  5 February: Annual and Terminal Review Meeting Interna-
tional Law Project Phase II and Launch of International Law 
)�
(	���)��	�%%%�  

· 26-27 February: First UPR Workshop 
 

March:  

· 09 - 10 March: Workshop on Treaties on Mutual Legal As-
�����	������*+))�  
25 - 26 March: Workshop on Treaty Implementation. 
  
April:  
29 April - 14 May: Teaching of International Law for Police 
Academy Undergraduate Programme. 
 
May: 

· ���,��-�.
��
��!��/
�0�
��
��,"1������*+))�  
28 - 29  May: Workshop on International Law for provincial and 
district authorities of Vientiane province 

 
June: 

· 2 June: Human Rights Seminar with the Human Rights Cen-
��	�
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· 10 June - 10 July: Vientiane Intensive English and Interna-
��
����"���&
!�	�  

· 16 June: Workshop on ICCPR   (International Covenant on 
&�����)
�������������'�  

· 17-18 June: Second Workshop on UPR 
 
July:  

· ���3!��-�4�	���	�5�	���/
�0�
��  

· ���3!��-�)�
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· 23 July: Working Group on Treaties, National Assembly, 
,�������
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�	����1  ��������,�������
 �3!���	 � 

· 27 - 28 First Meeting of the International Working Group on 
Treaties, Ministry of Foreign Affairs  ����2���
����1	�����  
30 July: Workshop on UPR. 
  
August: 

· ���1!�!�-�&	�	�����
��
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����%����	�
!�)	
��	6 �7���  

· 14 August: Workshop   
��4���	�8��
��  

· 17 - 19 August: Workshop on International Law for provin-
������������������!��
����	�
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· 21- 22 August: Workshop on UN Minimum Standards 
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September: 

· 14 - 15 September: Workshop on International Law for 
Judges  ����"���	��  

· 28-29 September: Workshop on UPR 
   
October: 

· ��*��
�	�-�)�
(	����
����,		�����  

·  8 - 17 October: Teaching of International law for Mas-
�	�6�)�
�����	�
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· 13  - ���*��
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· 21-22 October: Workshop on International Law for Pro-
vincial and District authorities of Savannakhet province. 
  
November:  

· 6 – 7 November: Teaching of International Law for Po-
���	�1���	����,��	�6�)�
�����	�  

· 10 November: Workshop on Reporting under CRC Op-
��
����)�
�
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· 12 - 14 November: Workshop on International Environ-
�	�����"���  

· ���2
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· 23-24 November: Workshop on International Law for 
provincial and district authorities of Champasack province. 
 
December:  

· 1 December: Celebration for World Day Against Corrup-
��
��  

· 10 December: Seminar on Human Rights Day:  

· 25 – 26 December: Workshop on international Law for 
MoFA officials. 
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Workshops/seminars  
January 
·  14 - 15 January: Seminar on  Human Rights 
with Human Rights Centre, National Academy of 
Social Science�
· 27 January: The Annual Review Meet�
ing for January - December 2009, International 
Law Project Phase III.�
 
February 
 
No workshop as the project focused on:  
    1) Recruitment of Project staff and                      
    2) Incorporating comments and recommenda-
tions from the ARM in the project work  
plan   

  
March 
 

· 1March: Pre – Departure Workshop for 
Judge Training�

· 5 - 6 March: Workshop on International Law 
for provincial and district authorities of Kham-
muan province�

· 24 - 25 March: Review Meeting on Beijing 
platform of actions.�
· 30 March - 2 April: National Assembly Inter-

session workshop�
 
April: 
 

· 26 April: UPR MOCK Session.�
· 19April-5th May: Lectures on Interna 
tional Law for the National Police Academy  
 
May:  

· 17 - 18 May: Workshop on Right to a Fair 
Trial with the International Commission of Jurists�

· 18 May: Workshop on Double Taxation 
Agreement�
· 27 May: Informative and Preparatory Work�
shop on the UNCAC Self Assessment  in the Lao 
PDR.�
 
June:  

· 7- 8 June: Workshop on International Law 
for National Police Academy�

· 18 June: Workshop on UPR Recommenda-
tions�

�
�

· 21 June: GIA workshop on UNCAC 
Self Assessment: discussion on the crea-
tion of a Steering Committee and Govern-
ment Experts�

· 22 June: Consultative workshop on 
UN Treaty Event 2010: 5 treaties dis-
cussed and proposed to the Government 
for consideration.�
· 24- 25 June: Seminar on Human�
Rights with the Human Rights Center. 
UN OHCHR BKK provided a resource 
person for two sessions of the Seminar.�
 
International exposures: 
· 1 lawyer from Lao Bar Association 
attended a Conference on Enhancing Ca-
pacities for Human Rights-Based Access 
to Justice Program, Manila, the Philip-
pines, March 2010�
· 18 judges attended a Training on 
International Human Rights and Criminal 
Laws in the Hague, in collaboration with 
the Hague Forum for Judicial Expertise, 
15-23 March 2010�
· Lao delegation  attended the  8th Ses-
sion of Working Group on UPR, 1-7 May 
2010, Geneva( the project supported the 
participation of 7  delegation members )�
· 1 officer from GIA attended the First �
Session of the Implementation Review 
Group on UNCAC, 28 June 2 July 2010, 
Vienna.�
 
Translation:  
· OHHCR-prepared Handbook “ Hu-
man Rights Standards for the Police”�
· ICJ’s Handbook “ The Independence 
of Judges, Prosecutors, Lawyers” 
· ICJ’s Manual “  Right to a Fair Trial” 
Publication:  
· Compilation of Lao PDR’s legal pro-
visions relating women’s rights under 
CEDAW and other international human 
rights instruments�
· List of Multilateral Treaties deposited 
with the UNSG to which the Lao PDR is 
a party and signatory. 
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